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"Tine grandson of Dr. M N Ansari! 
who was the president of Indian 
National, Congress in 1927 and also 
the doctor of Mahatama Gandhi went 
to cover 1996 World Cup Cricket in 
Pakistan. Working with a leading 
national weekly, India Today as a 
principal correspondent, Javed M. 
Ansari arrived at Karachi one 
afternoon. Ansari’s many family 
members did “flee” to Pakistan 
where-- they must have thought-- the 
‘green’ shade of ‘faith’ would protect 
them from any such threats, 
including communal riots erupting at 
the time of Partition. But, as soon as 
Junior Ansari began to move through 
the streets of Pakistan or a sacred 
land he soon realised that all the 
faithful there were not the one. 
“These Mohajirs (the Urdu-speaking 
immigrants from India) are a 
troublesome lot? “, was the lament of 
Javed’s cabbie, Gulrez Khan, a 
Punjabi. For Ansari, it was an 
experience that the solidarity of 
Islam could not bridge “deep 
divisions” on ethnic, religious 
differences among the Pakistani 
Muslims. Ansari observed that “It is 
true that ethnic violence is rife in this 
area where Sindhis kill Mohajirs, 
Punjabis kill Sindhis, Pathans kill 
Punjabi’s and Biharis”’. : 

As soon as he reached the house 
of his grandmother, he found that the 
elders were “nostalgic” and the 
youngsters were “curious” about 
India. Javed told them that he was in 
Pakistan to cover cricket match as a 
correspondent. A neighbour there 
could not believe what Javed said and 
asked, “But you are a Muslim, how did 
you managed to get such a job?” This 
question was absurd and it was not. It 
was absurd in a sense that a large 
number of Muslims in India are 


employed in public and private 
sectors with equal citizenship granted 
to them and some of them even rose 
to become even ministers, chief 
ministers, cabinet ministers and 
presidents but this was not an absurd 
question because it reflected the 
marginalization of Muslims in India 
and their economic, social and 
political backwardness and they are 
badly discriminated.> However, this 
question also gives us a clear idea how 
its media and its state apparatus 
justify “the idea of Pakistan” by 
propagating that Indian Muslims are 
never safe in “Hindu” India. 
However, Javed replied, “Just the way 
everybody else does.”° Despite his 
assurance, the neighbour found it 
“hard to believe”. Meanwhile, the 
grand-aunt of Javed expressed her 
wish to visit her house in Azamgarh, 
which is also the birth place of great 
Urdu poet and one of prominent 
figures of left-wing Progressive 
Writers Association, Kaifi Azmi. 
“Ghar ki khusboo soognee hai (1 
want to smell the air of home)”, was 
the “last wish” of his aunt. However, 
the new generations being brought up 
in the air of India-Pakistan hostility 
did not appreciate this. Nadeem, 
grandson, shouted “Your home is 
here, why do you want to go there? 
You will not be safe there’”’®. But the 
aunt continued to insist on going 
home. “You won’t understand. This is 
the land of my forefathers that is 
where I was born. “Marne ke pahle 
ek baar ghar dekhna chahati hoon” 
(Before I die, I want to visitmy home 
once)’. : 

Il. Test of ‘Faith’: Cricket 


Allah and Religious Cries 

On 8th of March 1996, Javed’s 
journey reached a local mosque of 
Karachi along with his cousin where 


he went to offer jummah prayers a 
day before the Quarter-Final match 
between India and Pakistan at 
Bangalore. India and Pakistan were 
playing after the gap of seven years. 
The tension was high. For examples, 
Hindu extremist Shiva Sena activists 
were hell bent on not letting India- 
Pakistan play cricket. That is why, 
Shiv Sena activists in Karnataka were 
taken under “preventive arrest”! by 
the local police. Despite that, they 
were able to submit a memorandum 
to the governor in order to stop the 
game. But this did not deter the 
cricket fans. The Times of India ran 
the headline on its sports page, 
‘Mood upbeat in Bangalore’.'! The 
upbeat mood could also be felt by the 
fact that the tickets were sold “ten 
times their original price of what is 
already being called ‘the match of 
decade’ as far as Indian spectators are 
concerned”. '* What was the reason of 
this heightened tension between India 
and Pakistan match, unlike so many 
other matches in the past? Cricket 
historian Ramchandra Guha, who 
lives in Bangalore and was also there 
to watch the game at Chinnaswamy 
Stadium, gave us some clues. “After 
Ayodhya" the relations between India 
and Pakistan deteriorated further. The 
politicians on either side traded 
abuses”.'* Far from Bangalore, 
Bombay, the commercial capital of 
India also turned out to be the 
“biggest betting centre” where 
“Pakistan is the odds —on favourite to 
win'tomorrows match, billed as the 
biggest draw this world cup. Their 
chances are being quoted at 85-100, 
while India is placed at1 1-10”. 

The mood in Pakistan was also 
very charged where the faithful were 
talking “how Allah would help 
Pakistan win”'®. As soon as the 


Pakistani team were off the field, 
“the whole market resounded to the 
cries of ‘Naire takbeer’"’. Javed 
could not much understand these 
religious cries. His cousins did not 
appreciate the silence of Javed and 
they wanted him to join the religious 
cries in support of Pakistani team. 
“My cousins couldn’t understand my 
reluctance to join the refrain. 
‘What’s wrong?’ they asked. 

‘What’s right?* I retorted. How 
can we turn this sport into a display 
of religious war? 'S Meanwhile India 
was batting first and the match was 
almost balanced. However, when the 
evening was waking up and the game 
suddenly seemed to be going in 
India’s favour. Javed was watching the 
match with his relatives in Karachi. 
As Indian batsman Ajay Jadeja was on 
song in the death overs of the match 
and was hitting the balls all over. His 
main target was ace Pakistani fast 
bowler Wagar Younis. Jadeja “blazed” 
the ball through the gap for fours, 
“smashed” for sixes and cut the balls 
beautifully through the off-side 
before he scored unbelievable 45 runs 
off 25 balls! Meanwhile, Javed saw 
some women rolled out their prayer 
mats. “Let’s not worry about Azhar he 
would not succeed because Allah is 
on our side”, one woman consoled 
others. Javed did not follow the logic 
how could Allah was bound to help 
Pakistan. Is-it because of the fact that 
Muslims in Pakistan were praying to 
Allah? According to Javed, if the 
prayers of Muslims were all about 
why Allah should help Pakistan, then 
there were more chances that Allah 
should help India. “If Allah is anyway 
involved, then India will surely win 
because there are many more Muslims 
in India than in Pakistan”, said Javed 
who was astonished to hear such 
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comments from the women, 

But Pakistan was given a tough 
score of 288 to win. However, 
Pakistan went of to a flying start when 
the opening pair of Aamir Sohail and 
Saeed Anwar was ruthlessly hitting 
Indian bowlers all through the 
boundaries, rendering the crowds 
silent and stunned. However, once 
Pakistan lost first wicket and could 
not mahage to sustain a long 
partnership needed for a victory. 
Veteran Javed Miandad was also 
struggling hard but “he was 
unfortunate to be run out on 38 off 64 
balls. His inning was not as blazing as 
those of Sohail and Anwar. Javed 
recalled how Pakistanis mocked at 
Miandad for anchoring his team win, 
“While Pakistanis booed and hissed at 
him, my heart went out to Miandad, 
that feisty and querulous old chap, as 
he walked back to the pavilion, defeat 
and ignominy scrawled all over his 
face. Pakistan, it appeared, had lost a 
war. But Miandad, like Horatio, had 
tried to defend the bridge and he 
deserved my applause’”.* 
However, Javed’s applause for 
another Javed was read by his 
family members in Pakistan as his 
cheering up for Indian team. “My 
relatives thought I was clapping for 
India. It was hard to explain that I was 
clapping for a human being”.*! Javed 
being a Muslim was questioned. For 
his relatives, Muslims should support 
Pakistan because of “faith”. But this 
kind of demand in the name of 
religion takes Indian Muslims in a 
state of predicament. For Indian 
Muslim like Javed, watching an India- 
Pakistan cricket match is difficult 
both in India and Pakistan. “It is never 
easy being an Indian-Muslim and 
visiting Pakistan during the cricket 
match between two. WheredoT begin - 
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to explain?”* Javed felt a deep 
sense of loss that while Indian 
Muslims are often accused that they 
support Pakistan against India. on the 
other hand. Pakistan also doubt their 
loyalty to “faith” because they also 
happen to be an Indian. “For being a 
Muslim in India is not always easy. 
During times of religious tension, 
most of us who are devoted to this 
land have to go out our way #o assert 
our Indianness. But this time, in 
Pakistan, I found myself having to 
prove my adherence to my faith as 
well as my commitment to my 
national identity. You can call me an 
international hybrid. Half my family 
lives in India and a part of it in 
Pakistan. J am torn not between 
India and Pakistan but torn that the 
two countries are sworn enemies 
despite ties of blood and kinship. J 
was, in a sense, in hostile 
territory”? 

While Javed was tested his faith 


because of the fact that he happened : 


to be in Pakistan, many Muslims in 
India had to go through the test of 
“patriotism”. And with the victory of 
India, the Hindu symbols were used 
to celebrate the victory while in this 
process Indian Muslims were left 
alienated. For example, many cricket 
fans in the stadium carried Trishul, a 
symbol of Hindu mailitarism and it is 
often distributed by fanatic Hindu 
communal VHP (the World Hindu 
Council) during its campaign. These 
spectators even threw something on 
Pakistani players. After the match 
was over, Guha was walking home 
from the stadium at around 10.30 pm 
in a Bangalore street. However, he 
found that the bars and restaurants 
were closed. He then learnt that “they 
had downed their shutters in the late 
afternoon, when Anwar and Sohail 
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were blazing away. Certainly if India 
had lost, plenty of windows would 
have been broken in Bangalore, and 
perhaps a few (Muslim) heads too. 
India won, so instead there was an 
impromptu celebration in the streets. 
A bunch of touts assembled at a 
traffic intersection: dancing and 
shouting, they stopped every passing 
car and would not let them pass until 
the occupants joined them in singing, 
“Bolo Bharat Mata ki Jai!’** There 
were also chauvinistic pieces written 
in praise of India. 

Sunder Rajan’s piece in the Times 
of India was one such example. “Much 
of the nation-wide rejoicing stems 
from the fact that we have scored over 
our arch rivals. The clash was much 
more than a game of cricket. It was as 
though the prestige of entire nation 
was involved. It was akin to war”.?5 

In Mumbai, which was ruled over 
by Shiv Sena chief minister Manohar 
Joshi who called for the boycott of 
India-Pakistan match, did not witness 
even his own party members, not to 
speak of others, in any way listening 
to him. Instead, there was a huge 
celebration in Mumbai about the 
victory of India as lakhs of cricket 
crazy fans glued to radio sets and 
TVs and around 10 pm there were 
“shrieks of joy” as ‘India exceeds 
expectations to outplay Pakistan’ .?’ 
While being not on talking terms 
with her husband for two months, the 
Borivili housewife said “the match 
brought about her reconciliation with 
her husband...When India won the 
match we got up, embraced and felt 
close to each other”. * The victory 
of Pakistan was so important that the 
headlines of newspapers “exchanged” 
hawala scams for cricket. Even the 
prime minister “suddenly moved to 
sending a message” to the Indian 


cricket team. But two Bengalis died 
of heart attack”. Though Shiva Sena 
and other Hindu fanatics might have 
doubted the patriotism of Muslims, 
but the way Mohammed Majeed 
contarary to the Hindu Right’s 
assumption that Muslims cannot be 
Indian supporters against Pakistan 
celebrated the victory by saying that 
“Miandad. we have avenged your sixer 
at Sharjah, Chetan you stand 
vindicated”. * Man of the match for 
his fine 90 runs, opening batsman 
Navjot Singh Sidhu owed his innings 
to “affection of the people of India 
and dedicated it the honour to the 
Indian people”*! 

Suddenly, much deplored captain 
Azhar became hero and a fine captain. 
And how a win scored over Pakistan 
led to sau khoon maaf (absolved of 
hundred murders) for Azhar. Sports 
journalist Rohit Brijnath, who was 
following the World Cup very 
closely, captures the mood. Not only 
Azhar but Indian team, which was a 
few days ago, criticised for the poor 
show, was suddenly praised 
everywhere. In my view, this kind of 
dramatic turn from zero to hero is all 
because of high tension involved in 
India- Pakistan match and its link with 
national glory and pride. That is why 
India or Pakistan could afford to lose 
matches to other teams but not to 
each other. These lines of Brijnath 
captures the sudden hero status 
granted to Indian team and its captain. 
“Virulent critics of Azharuddin now 
announced him canny enough to play 
Garry Kasparov; Indian bowling, 
described a day earlier by Wadekar 
[then coach of Indian team] as an area 
of weakness, was now seen as a pack 
of Michael Holding clones; and a 
five- minute autorickshaw ride to the 
hotel now became a 30-minute 


procession of noise, strangers 
embracing, old men weeping, children 
screaming”. “A win over Pakistan 
changed the view of critics on Indian 
cricket team”.* Pakistan, on the 
other hand, did not see less drama and 
frenzied responses than India, 
following the defeat of their team. 
What was happening in Pakistan was 
just the opposite of that in India. The 
Pakistani players and captain Wasim 
Akram soon fell to the status of 
villain from hero. Akram was charged 
with taking bribes for not playing 
against India as he became unfit just 
on the eve of the match. The Pakistani 
team on reaching home were greeted 
with “rotten eggs” and there were 
demonstrations and attack on players’ 
houses. Then prime minister of 
Pakistan Benazir Bhutto, who studied 
at Oxford and considered a liberal 
among the conservatives political 
elites in Pakistan, was held 
responsible for the defeat of 
Pakistan! What was the line between 
Bhutto being the PM and Pakistan’s 
defeat at the hands of India? Since she 
was women and she was a politician, 
this was going against the Holy Book 
Quran and thus Allah had punished 
Pakistani team, was the interpretation 
of fanatic mullahs there. While, “Two 
fans die watching thrilling tie’, was 
the headline of one newspaper. In 
the north- western province of 
Pakistan, a student, Jaffar Khan, could 
not bear with the shock of Pakistan’s 
‘defeat and “smashed television sets 
and committed suicide amid national 
gloom over Pakistan’s defeat by 
arch-rival India in the World cup 
quarterfinal. Jaffer Khan fired a burst 
of Kalashnikoy pellets into the 
television screen and then turned the 
gun on himself...” 

In short, we have looked at how 


the India-Pakistan match led to 
communal frenzy by collapsing the 
anti-Pakistan feelings into Muslim- 
bashing in India. The same is true of 
Pakistan where victory of the national 
team at the cricket field is seen as 
victory of Islamic Pakistan over 
“Hindu” India and a victory of Islam 
globally. Let me make a point clear, 
lest I shall be misunderstood. | am not 
suggesting that all fans of India and 
Pakistan are into communal frenzy 
and there are instances when the 
cricket has acted as'a bridge between 
two peoples across the border. My 
only attempt is to show that how 
sports in India and Pakistan are 
communalised, politicized and they 
are used in service of ultra- 
nationalism. The detailed accounts of 
India-Pakistan match should validate 
this argument that the severest 
victims of this war between India and 
Pakistan are Indian Muslims who are 
an object of suspicion and hatred in 
both the countries. 

We have witnessed how Javed had 
to face faith test in Pakistan by his 
relatives and his praise of Miandad 
was misunderstood as his loyalty to 
“Hindu” India against Islamic 
Pakistan. In next section, I would look 
at Sharjah Cup final between India and 
Pakistan, During which, Javed had the 
same experience when his Muslim- 
ness was seen in conflict with India- 
ness. 

III. Test of ‘Patriotism’ : ‘Can 
Muslim be in Indian’? ; 

In this section, we will see how 
his Indian-ness and ideal citizenship 
are in question because of his 
Muslim-ness. But before I come 
back to this point, | will briefly 
discuss Gyanendra Pandey’s work 
where he raised a question ‘Can a 
Muslim be an Indian?’** As “nations 


are established by constructing core 
or mainstream-the essential, 
natural, soul of the nation”, the 
minorities are often treated as ‘other’ 


that is why we hear that Muslims are 
asked to prove that they are “Indian” 
Muslims but we hardly hear such 
demand from Hindus anda Hindu need 
not to carry a prefix of “Indian” before 
himself or herself. A Hindu is 
presumed to be an Indian and 
Muslims are always seen as not being 
fully indianised. Balraj Madhok 
argued that there was need to carry 
out the process of indianisation to 
inculcate strong feelings of 
nationalism. According to him, 
“Indianisation, therefore, is nothing 
but making them “true Indian”, 
however this test is prescribed for 
minorities. His definition of 
“Indianisation, therefore, is nothing 
but the inculcation of a strong sense 
of nationalism in all Indians. It is 
neither something new nor anything 
sinister. It is something to which no 
patriotic Indian worth his name can 
take exception. Those who oppose it 
either do not understand what India 
and her heritage is or they deliberately 
want to create confusion and scare in 
some groups for political and partisan 
ends”’, For Madhok, the presence of 
Muslims would remind him of 
incompleteness of the nation. And 
for him, minorities can only be 
trusted once indianised. But his 
definition of indianisation is done in 
such a manner that a minority is 
bound to be excluded, I think this 
formulation is very important to 
understand Javed’s predicament. This 
time again, the man in picture is Javed 
Miandad. But the scene is quite 
different. 

Coming back to cricket again. 
This time we would see how Javed’s 
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patriotism was questioned in India. 


’ This happened to Javed exactly ten 


years before the Quarter Final match. 
Unlike Bangalore, this India- 
Pakistan match was being played ina 
city of desert, Sharjah, during the 
summer of 1986 in the Australasia 
cup final. During the same period, the 
Pakistani politics was undergoing a 
severe turmoil. The rule of military 
dictator Zia-ul-Haq was becoming 
unpopular and there was growing 
resentment against him. Though, one 
of the way to draw support for 
himself was to capitalize on the 
game of cricket that is a passion in 
subcontinent. Now, I shall discuss 
some of the political issues in 
Pakistan. Being threatened by the 
popularity of opposition leader of 
People’s Party of Pakistan, Benazir 
Bhutto, Zia, while talking about 
building peace with India through 
cricket, was also not missing an 
opportunity to score a point over 
India, For an example, in an interview 
to the New Life, a weekly published 
from London, the president of 
Pakistan said that India had violated 
the Shimla agreement by occupying 
an area of Siachin glacier. Zia warned 
that this step of India might strain 
relation between two countries. He 
gave this statement at the same time 
when the Sharjah Cup was about to 
start. Zia, during the same interview, 
also rejected the accusation of India 
that Pakistan was involved in 


“terrorism in Punjab. He criticized 


India for making Pakistan a “scope 
goat” in this whole process. ** As the 
Sharjah Cup began to be played, there 
was a bid on the life of Bhutto and she 
somehow could escape it. “Benazir 
escapes bid on life” was the headline 
of the Zribune.® The party of Bhutto 
blamed Zia for this attack. The 
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Tribune reports, that “The intruder, 
identified as former Army artillery 
major named Abdul Qayum by a 
passport he was carrying, was 
overpowered by guards after he 
broke into the house demanding to 
see Miss Bhutto... They [the PPL 
party officials] said the intruder was 
carrying the telephone number of 
military aide of President 
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq. Two days 
after there was “Benazir’s call to 
topple Zia” given to thousands of 
peasants and poor workers.*° 

Across the border in Kashmir, the 
Urdu autobiography of Sher-e- 
Kashmir, Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah who played a key role in 
liberating the Kashmir from the 
exploitative Hindu ruler, Hari Singh, 
and preferred going with India along 
with autonomy for Kashmir was 
released posthumously at around the 
same time. Aatish-E-Chinar (Fire of 
Chinar) was written by Sheikh 
Abdulla, shortly before his death. The 
book is another sad account of how 
Indian Muslims are an object of 
suspicion and their loyalty to 
Pakistan was seen in their every act. 
Here we should recall the experience 
of Javed and other Indian Muslims. 
Towards them, the needle of 
suspicion is always pointed 
whenever there was an India-Pakistan 
match. What could be worse than 
this when your neighbours, friends 
accuse Muslims of being “traitor”! 
This was poignantly touched, among 
other issues, by Sher-E-Kashmir 
when his own Kashmiri friend 
Jawaharlal Nehru threw him behind 
the jail for being “anti-national”. 
Nehru could not remember the days 
when both Sher-E-Kashmir and 
Panditji used to share the same dais 
in Kashmir. In short, the predicament 


of Indian Muslim could be felt in 
Aatish-E-Chinar. “It is one of the 
ironies of history that aman who was 
instrumental in mobilising Muslims 
opinion in the valley in favour of 
India after Partition was later accused 
of being anti-national and jailed , first 
by is friend and fellow Kashmiri 
Jawaharlal Nehru and then by Indira 
Gandhi”, said a reviewer*! of the 
book.. 

On the same day when Bhutto was 
allegedly attacked by Zia’s men, there 
happened a tragedy in India as “50 die 
in Kumbh Stampede” in Haridwar.” 
Even if the cries of Haridwar 
stampede could be heard, there was 
another man-made tragedy in Libya 
when the unilateralism of the USA led 
to violation of the Westphalia 
international order by intervening in 
another sovereign’s territory. “US 
Jets bomb Libya” which drew the 
wide condemnation from the world, 
including India and the non-aligned 
countries. According to an report of 
the Tribune, “Describing the US air 
strikes against Libiyan cities as 
‘nothing less than a clear act of 
aggression’, India today said it was 
imperative that tension should not be 
allowed any further and immediate 
steps should be taken to defuse the 
situation... The entire NAM [Non- 
Aligned Movement] strongly 
deplored the US bombings of some 
cities of Libya...”4* While the USA 
was sending bombs to cities of 
Libya, with the same aggression, 
West Indies batsman Vivian 
Richards— who is considered one of 
the best batsmen the game of cricket 
has ever produced and who had an 
affair with Indian film actress Nina 
Gupta —was sending English 
bowlers for fours and sixes into the 
fences during Antigua Test to score 


the fastest Test century. “Richards hits 
fastest test century” was the headline 
of the Tribune.* 32-year-old captain 
of the West Indies, Richards, who was 
playing before his home crowd at 
Antigua, “hammered seven sixes and 
reached his 100 off 56 balls”.** 
India’s Little Master, Sunil Gavaskar, 
who was criticized for his slow 
batting and not being as useful in 
limited over matches as in Test 
cricket, was also silencing his critics 
with a fine batting and in Sharjah Cup. 
During this series, Gavaskar became 
the second Indian to reach 2000 runs 
in one-day games after Dilip 
Vengsarkar. Along with Gavaskar, the 
performance of Indian ‘slow bowler 
and a Sikh, Maninder Singh was 
impressive. Now let us turn to the 
drama of the final match of the 
Sharjah Cup before I conclude. 
Earlier, India batted first and 
scored a good total of 245 runs with 
Gavaskar playing a fine inning of 92. 
While chasing the target, Pakistan 
had to score 90 runs out of last 10- 
over which was not an easy task. 
However, Javed Miandad, while 
batting at number four, was fighting 
since the poor start of Pakistan when 
Pakistan lost two quick wickets with 
just 39 run on the scoreboard. The last 
over was bowled by Chetan Sharma, 
India’s medium fast bowler who took 
the hat-trick in the Reliance World 
Cup held in 1987 against New 
Zealand. The match boiled down to 
the dast ball when Pakistan needed 
four runs to win. While Indian had to 
take just one wicket to win the game, 
Miandad could take Pakistan to a fine 
victory by sending the ball to the 
fence. Sports journalist and 


commentator, Narottam Puri*’ was 
watching the drama in the desert. He 
recalled the match which team would 


win, was not clear till the last ball of 
the game. “One ball to go, four runs to 
get, one wicket in hand. As Chetan 
Sharma ran up to bow the last ball in 
the final of the inaugural Australasia 
Cup in Sharjah, captain Kapil Dev and 
vice- captain Ravi Shastri walked up 
to counsel him. The advice: bowl a 
Yorker. Facing him was one of the 
world’s most competitive cricketers, 
Pakistan’s Javed Miandad. Normally 
cocky, he was now fidgeting in his 
crease, his face betraying little 
emotion but his eyes gleaming in the 
challenge. Back in the stands, the 
tension finally got too much for 
Indian manager Raj Singh Dungarpur, 
who left his seat in the player’s 
enclosure to watch the match from a 
less conspicuous position. Rarely, 
even in one-day cricket, has one ball 
meant the difference between the 
heights of victory and the depths of 
defeat”. Sharma bowled a full toss on 
the leg side to Miandad and he swung 
the bat to hit a six. The Indian players 
were stunned and the crowd ran... The 
man of the moment was Miandad. He 
became suddenly a hero in Pakistan 
and a villain in the eyes of those ultra- 
nationalist Indian supporters. “And for 
a long time after Miandad swung 
Sharma’s full toss over the mid- 
wicket fence, to give Pakistan its first 
major title in international one-day 
cricket, the finality of the result took 
time to register on the vanquished 
Indians. For a fall 10 minutes not a 
man spoke in the Indian dressing- 
room. The door to the room stayed 
shut as alsatians and doberman 
pinschers of the Sharjah police, 
posted on guard outside, kept 
outsiders away. Chetan Sharma was 
almost disconsolate in grief, 
convinced thathe had single-handedly 
lost the match. Even Raj Singh shed 


tears. 

Emotions ran high among the 
Pakistanis also, for whom no victory 
in the field sport is sweeter than one 
at the cost of India. Delirious 
Pakistani supporters in the full-to- 
20,000-capacity Sharjah stadium 
waved flags and danced in abandon, 
chanting Ganapati Bappa So Gaya 
(in a response to the Indian 
supporters’ earlier chant to Ganpati 
Bappa Morya when Sunil Gavaskar 
and Dilip Vengsarkar were on the 
rampage). Medium pacer Mohsin 
Kamal sobbed unashamedly, stopping 
only when the team was called for the 
prize-giving ceremony. In the fitness 
of things, Pakistani captain Imran 
Khan asked Miandad to receive the 
cup for the team. Pakistani supporters 
continued to crowd the street outside 
the stadium, waiting to greet their 
heroes. By the evening, Sharjah’s 
sweetmeat of shops had run out of 
sweets as celebrating Pakistani is 
bought up every single item on the 
shelves. 

Outplayed for most of the match, for 
Pakistan the victory was unprecedented 
as it was welcome. As former, India 
spinner Dilip Doshi, who was present at, 
Sharjah along with an amazingly high 
number of Indian board officials and 
former players, put it: ‘Pakistanis are 
often too keen to do well against us, 
their arch-rivals. This builds up too 
much pressure on them which they 
cannot handle’. As India built up a 
formidable total of 245 and Pakistan 
slid to 61 for three, Dhoshi’s words 
were beginning to sound prophetic. 
Admitted Imran later: “At no state did I 
think that we had a chance to win. When 
land Manzoor (Elahi) got out, I gave up 
all hope. 

There is an old Arab saying that 
miracles occur only in the desert. 


BE Alas MA November 2013 & 9 


| 


That day, 29-year-old Miandad, a 
veteran of 92 one-day internationals 
and the highest run-getter in this form 
of cricket in the Indian sub continent, 
decided to be a miracle worker. 
Others have scored more runs in one- 
day games Vivian Ricahrds holds the 
record forl189 against England and 
Kapil Dev’s 175 against Zimbabwe 
must rate as the greatest with Indian 
fans. But as Imran said, Miandad’s 
116 off 112 balls seen, “in the contest 
of the match, was one of the greatest 
known ever played’. Said former 
England captain Tony Lewis: 
‘Miandad’s innings was one of 
animal’s intelligence and savage 
‘butchery. Chetan Sharma just sort of 
melted at the challenge’”.** Noted 
singer Bushra Ansari of Pakistan sung 


a song “Ek chhake ke Javed ko Javed 


ko sau lakh milenge”” (For your 
one six, Javed will be rewarded with 
hundres lakhs). Another song by 
Salem Lodhi for Javed was yet another 
example of such politicisation of 
sports. “Sharjah ka chhekka, 
kargaye hukka puka’ (Six in Sharjah 
devastated the world).*° Soon 
captain Imaran Khan, who took to 
politics after retirement, thanked 


God for the victory. Miandad later_ 


presented his bat to the chief organizer 
of Sharjah cricket Abdul Reham 
Bukhater who in turn auctioned it. 
The bat of Javed with which he hit 


_ winning six was bought by a cricket 


fan. For his bat, Javed got a whopping 
amount of 15 thousand dirhams! 
An Urdu daily; Roznama Azad-e- 


“Hind (Kolkata) ran the headline. 


‘Allah Taala ke fazal o karm se 
hamari fatah huyee: Imran Khan’! 
(Victory was achieved with the grace 
of the God), Anwar Saeed wrote a 
piece in the Urdu daily to describe 
the match as war between two arch 
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rivals. “Sharjah ke Australasia Cup 
ke fainal main bar-e-saghir ki do 
azim teamen ek doosre ke khilaf 
jang lad rahi then”. (Two great 
teams of sub continent were waging 
war at Sharjah under Australasia cup 
final). The war was not only felt in 
Sharjah only because two rivals were 
fighting a neck-neck battle. To the 
east of Sharjah, a football match in 
Dhaka involving Muhammad Sporting 
(Dhaka) saw fans from two teams 
fighting each other after one of them 
beat up the football referee. This 
took two lives and left five-hundred 
dead, many of them being serious™. 
Javed Ansari also recalled the 
match when he was watching it on a 
TV set in Delhi. “I wasn’t in that 
stadium but at a job in Delhi, goofing 
off before a TV screen, and I knew 
that the same fervour had gripped 
many Muslims in India. I, too, 
clapped, I clapped for the gusty 
sportsman in Miadad. But then I 
wept because I realized that the king 
of all games had been turned into a 
jehad. And this in a land in which 
most of my family had chosen to live 
and love even as millions of Muslims, 
including my own family, had chosen 
to flee to Pakistan. Like me, there 
were countless other Muslims who 
grieved for the same reason. For 
every one Muslim who exploded with 
religious glee, there must have been 
ten others who felt the way I did. But 
they still remain uncounted among 


us”.*+ Javed’s reaction is the example - 


how any appreciation of sports in 
Pakistani players is interpreted as 
their loyalty to Pakistan and Islam. 
That is the reason why every cricket 
match between India and Pakistan is 
the acid test for Indian Muslism 
whether they are patriotic enough or 
not. In short, Indian Muslims are 


suspended into the state where they 
are not ideal citizen and patriotic nor 
are they true Muslim. The narrative of 
Javed drew much attention-and there 


were responses which condemned the 
link between religion, nation and 
sports. Dipak Das Gupta from Bihar 
considered wrong to link sports with 
religion. “The spirit of the sport is 
lost when needless tension prevails 
during India-Pakistan matches, 
affecting the players’ performance. 
Matches are won or lost depending on 
the players’ skills and not on the will 
of God” *, V Shukla from Mumbai, 
another reader, warned that nothing — 
can be gained through hatred between 
India and Pakistan. “It is time Indians 
and Pakistanis realised that nothing 
can be gained through hatred and that 
we have a common history and 
heritage. The best way for us to solve 
problems is to sit across a table and 
discuss them. This will be 
advantageous for both the countries” 
56. However, such voices like those of 
Gupta and Shukla are silenced by 
those of ultra-nationalism of post- 
colonial states like Indian and 
Pakistan where the identity of one is 
identified against another. In this 
battle, the Indian Muslims are placed 
in a “hostilte territory”. This is their 
predicament when the politics of 
nation-making has led to a war ‘minus 
minus shooting’”’ on the cricket field. 
India-Pakistan cricket is presented as 
jehad or mahayudh (great war). To 
conclude, Javed’s humiliation in 
Pakistan by his relatives is because 
his Muslim-ness was suspected due 
to his being an Indian while his 
Indain-ness is doubted in India 
because of his being a Muslim. 

* Abhay Mishra is doing his 
PhD at Centre for Historical 
Studies, JNU, New Delhi. 
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